12/12/2005 16:05 000 £ PAGE 07/08 



Application No.: 1 0/627,234 Docket No, 02-051 

REMARKS 

Interview Summary 

This amendment is submitted following the interview conducted November 16, 2005. 
During the interview, Applicant's attorney (Christopher S,L. Crawford, Reg. No. 51,586) and 
the Examiner discussed U.S. Patent No. 4,404,972 ("Gordon") and possible claim 
amendments. No specific agreement was reached during the interview. Applicant thanks the 
Examiner for the Examiner's time and consideration in discussing the present application and 
the applied reference to expedite prosecution of the present application. 

Claim Amendments 

In the present amendment, Applicant has amended the independent claims. The 
amendments are supported by the original application and no new matter has been entered. 

Independent claims 1, 7, 14, and 27 "drop" pulses within a repeating pattern of pulses 
applied to tissue. As recited in these claims, the repeating pattern is "produced by (i) cycling 
through an array of stimulation sets and (ii) generating and delivering pulses to one or more 
tissues according to each respective stimulation set, wherein each stimulation set of the array 
defines at least an electrode configuration for delivery of a corresponding pulse." 

Gordon merely discloses executing routines by a processor of a pacemaker according 
to multiple timers or counters that are synchronized to cardiac activity. There is no disclosure 
in Gordon of multiple stimulation sets, a repeating pattern defined by such multiple 
stimulation sets, dropping pulses within the repeating pattern, or counting the dropped pulses 
as recited by the various claims of the application. Moreover, there could be no motivation to 
employ multiple stimulation sets defining electrode configurations, because there would be 
no benefit of employing such multiple stimulation sets in delivering pulses to cardiac tissue 
using the Gordon device. 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that the independent claims are patentable 
over Gordon. As all independent claims are allowable. Applicant submits that the dependent 
claims are likewise patentable in additional to the novel and nonobvious limitations recited 
therein. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the application is in condition for allowance and 
requests the Examiner to pass the application to issue. If the ExamineT believes that a 
telephone call would be helpful in resolving any remaining issues, the Examiner is invited to 
call the attorney list below. 



Dated: /p-^^^j — 



Respectfully submitted, 



Christopher S.L. Crawford 
Reg. No. 51,586 




Advanced Neuromodulation Systems, Inc. 
6901 Preston Road 
Piano, TX 75024 
(972) 309-8006 
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